
Agenda  

 

 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024 

Open Meeting – 6:30 P.M.-9:30 P.M. 

Catholic Education Centre, 1355 Lansdowne Street W., Peterborough 

Chairperson: Kevin MacKenzie Vice-chairperson:  Jenny Leahy 

 
 
 
 

A. Call to Order of the Open Meeting – 6:30 p.m.: 

1. Examen and Opening Prayer.  

2. Land Acknowledgement. 

3. National Anthem.  

4. Approval of the Agenda. 

5. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest. 

6. Approval of the minutes of the February 27, 2024, Regular Board Meeting.   

7. Business Arising Out of the Minutes. 

B. Reports from the Office of the Director and Student Trustees: 

1. Report from the Director of Education, Stephen O’Sullivan. 

2. Report from the Student Trustees. 

Trustees who are unable to attend the meeting are asked to 
please notify Michelle Kennedy (mkennedy@pvnccdsb.on.ca). 

and by Google Meet: https://meet.google.com/idk-khaz-ghu  

If you would like to join by telephone, please contact Michelle Kennedy  
by email - mkennedy@pvnccdsb.on.ca or at 1-800-461-8009 ext. 1247   

Arrangements to join by phone must be made prior to 5:30 p.m. on the day of the meeting 
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 Madelyn Gaskell, Senior Student Trustee and  
 Claire Heitzner, Junior Student Trustee. 

3. Report from the Manager of Communications, Galen Eagle. 
 Highlights of System Achievements 

C. Presentations:   

1. Providing Excellence in Teaching and Learning:  Math Update. 

Jeannie Armstrong, Superintendent of Learning, and the Learning Support 
Services Math Team.   

2. Inspiring Faith:  Role of Chaplaincy Leaders and Faith Ambassadors. 

Julie Selby, Superintendent of Learning, Father Paul Massel, Board 
Chaplain/Faith Ambassador, and Jennifer Eaton-Koch, Learning Consultant.  

D. Programs and Services: 

1. R.A. Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School International Student Excursion to Jalapa, 
 Guatemala, March 10-19, 2025. 

Jeannie Armstrong, Superintendent of Learning. 

E. Business, Finance and Governance:  

1. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Open Session Report. 

 Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson. 

2. R.A. Recommended Action from the Committee-of-the-Whole, March 18, 2024:  
 School Renewal Project Update.   

John Connolly, Chairperson, Committee-of-the-Whole. 

3. Audit Committee Member Appointments.  

 Sean Heuchert, Superintendent of Business, Finance and Facilities Services. 

F. Human Resources:  

G. Policy Development: 
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H. Old Business:  

I. New Business:  

1. Trustee Matter. 

Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson. 

2. Ad Hoc By-law Review Committee. 

Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson. 

J. Bring Forward:  

K. Information Items: 

1. Chairperson’s Report.  

 Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson. 

2. Committee Reports: 

a. First Nation Métis Inuit Advisory Committee, March 5, 2024.  

b. Special Education Advisory Committee, March 21, 2024. 

3. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association Information Items: 

a. February 27, 2024 – Letter to Federal Government, National School Food Policy and 
Program. 

b. February 29, 2024 – Integrity Commissioner and Electronic Board Meetings 
Regulation Consultation. 

c. March 4, 2024 – Joint Letter to OTF from Hon. Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education, 
OCSTA, et al. 

d. March 18, 2024 – Letter from OTF to Hon. Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education, 
OCSTA, et al.  

e. March 20, 2024 – OCSTA Catholic Education Leadership Speaker Series: Catholic 
Social Teachings on Social Media, April 3, 2024, 6:30 p.m.  

L. Future Meetings and Events: 

1. Board Meetings: 
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a. Regular Board Meeting Open Session, April 23, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 
 (In-camera Session, 6:00 p.m.)  

2. Board Standing Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. Chairperson’s Committee Meeting, April 8, 2024, 5:30 p.m. 

b. Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting, April 8, 2024, 6:30 p.m.  

c. Policy Development Committee Meeting, April 30, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

3. Other Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. STSCO Governance Committee, March 27, 2024, 2024, 3:00 p.m.  

b. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee, April 15, 2024, 6:30 p.m.  

c. Special Education Advisory Committee, April 18, 2024, 1:00 p.m. 

d. Student Council Liaison Committee, April 23, 2024, 4:15 p.m. 

e. French as a Second Language Advisory Committee, April 24, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

f. Accessibility for All Committee, May 9, 2024, 1:00 p.m. 

g. Faith and Equity Advisory Committee, May 9, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

h. First Nation Métis Inuit Advisory Committee, June 11, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

i. Audit Committee, TBA 

j. Supervised Alternative Learning Committee, TBA 

4. Board Events: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. Ontario Catholic Trustees’ Association Annual General Meeting and Conference, 
Niagara Falls, ON.  

b. Catholic Education Week, May 5-11, 2024. 

M. Conclusion: 

1. Report from the Regular Board Meeting, In-camera Session, March 26, 2024. 

2. Closing Prayer. 

3. Adjournment. 
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Minutes 

  
 
 

 
 

The Minutes of the Open Session of the Regular Board Meeting, held on Tuesday, February 27, 
2024, at 6:30 p.m. at the Catholic Education Centre, 1355 Lansdowne Street West, 
Peterborough, and virtually, by Google Meet. 

Present: 

Trustees –  Loretta Durst, Madelyn Gaskell (Senior Student Trustee), Claire Heitzner 
(Junior Student Trustee), Jenny Leahy, Kevin MacKenzie (Chairperson), 
Mary Ann Martin, and Kathleen Tanguay.  

Administration – Jeannie Armstrong, Jonathan Di Ianni, Galen Eagle, Sean Heuchert, 
Darren Kahler, Father Paul Massel, Stephen O’Sullivan, Sheila Piggott, 
and Julie Selby. 

Recorder –  Michelle Kennedy 

Regrets: Trustee John Connolly 

 
A. Call to Order of the Open Meeting: 

The Board Chairperson Kevin MacKenzie called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and 
welcomed guests in attendance in person and guests who were joining the meeting 
online by Google Meet.   

The Chairperson welcomed the principal representatives Bridget McCann-Girard, 
Principal of Continuing, Adult and Experimental Learning, and Becky Brady, Principal at 
St. Alphonsus Catholic Elementary School.    

1. Examen and Opening Prayer 

The Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie invited Father Paul Massel to begin the 
meeting with the Daily Examen and prayer.  

2. Land Acknowledgement 

Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson, respectfully acknowledged that the board meeting 
was taking place on the treaty and traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabeg.  

3. Singing of the National Anthem 
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2024 B-OP 14 

The National Anthem was sung.   

4. Approval of the Agenda 

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin, seconded by Jenny Leahy 

that Trustee John Connolly be excused from the February 27, 

2023, Regular Board Meeting, open session. 

Carried. 

MOTION: Moved by Loretta Durst, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that the agenda be approved with the addition of items I.2, Supply 

Teachers, and I.3, OCSTA Annual General Meeting Donation, and 

that Section D be placed before section B on the agenda. 

Carried. 

5. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest 

There were no conflicts of interest declared. 

6. Approval of the minutes from the January 23, 2024, Regular Board Meeting. 

MOTION: Moved by Loretta Durst, seconded by Jenny Leahy  

that the minutes of the January 23, 2024, Regular Board 

Meeting be approved.  

Carried. 

7. Business Arising Out of the Minutes. 

There was no business arising from the minutes.  

D. Programs and Services:  

1. Student Excursions. 

MOTION: Moved by Jenny Leahy, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that items D.1 a) through D.1 c) be approved as presented:   

D.1 a) that the proposed Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School 
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Student Excursion to Greece, from March 6-15, 2025, be 

approved in principle and that the trip will include mandatory 

insurance for all travelers.  Such insurance must cover school 

board or principal rulings for cancellation of the trip.  

D.1 b) that the proposed St. Peter Catholic Secondary School 

Student Excursion to Guatemala, from March 29 to April 5, 

2025, be approved in principle and that the trip will include 

mandatory insurance for all travelers.  Such insurance must 

cover school board or principal rulings for cancellation of the 

trip.  

D.1c) that the proposed St. Peter Catholic Secondary School 

Student Excursion to France and the Netherlands, from May 1-

9, 2025, be approved in principle and that the trip will include 

mandatory insurance for all travelers.  Such insurance must 

cover school board or principal rulings for cancellation of the 

trip. 

Carried. 

B. Reports from the Office of the Director and Student Trustees: 

1. Report from the Director of Education. 

Stephen O’Sullivan, Director of Education, presented the Report from the Director of 
Education, which included the following points: 

• February was a month for celebrating Black History, valuing equity and fostering 
school environments where everyone is respected and valued.   

• The kick-off event was a success, Benjamin was thanked for her leadership to 
bring the Honourable Bernadette Clement, Senator, poet Dwayne Morgan, 
Emmanuel Iheme, retired Staff Sergeant from the Durham Regional Police 
Service, and Tony Jno Baptiste, professional training and development 
consultant, as guest speakers to the event. 

• Ash Wednesday celebrations in the schools and the Catholic Education Centre 
marked the beginning of Lent.  

• A virtual parent engagement event to support the transition of students from 
elementary to secondary school mathematics was held.   
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• St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School, Bowmanville had 100 students on hand 
to sing the National anthem at an Oshawa Generals game recently.   

• The Adult Faith Formation program is reaching out and going into the community 
to serve others at community agencies such as the St. Vincent de Paul store and 
Bethesda House in Bowmanville, Durham Outlook for the Needy in Oshawa, and 
One City in Peterborough.  Many also participated in the “Coldest Night of the 
Year” events in Peterborough, Lindsay, and Port Hope.  Thank you to trustees 
Jenny Leahy and Mary Ann Martin for their participation. 

• Will be meeting with MPP Dave Smith and Rita Russo, Director of Education at 
Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board to discuss local education issues. 

• We keep the Latimer family and the St. Stephen Catholic Secondary School 
community in our prayers as they mourn the passing of student, Alex Latimer.    

Stephen O’Sullivan invited and answered questions from the trustees at the conclusion 
of the report. 

2. Report from the Student Trustees. 

Senior Student Trustee, Madelyn Gaskell and Junior Student Trustee, Claire Heitzner, 
gave the Student Trustee report which included the following highlights: 

• St. Peter Catholic Secondary School student activities included the installation of 
a mural in the gender-neutral bathroom by the student council, flower love-a-
grams, Black Excellence Day celebrations, and talent showcases by the jazz 
band and robotics club.  

• Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School and St. Peter Catholic Secondary School 
jointly held a semi-formal dance for both schools. 

• Student activities at Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School included participation 
in the ‘Coldest Night of the Year’ charity event, the launch of the Equity Club, 
Special Olympics participation, painting of the Métis creation story by Indigenous 
language class students, outreach initiatives, Sweater Day, and Shakespeare in 
Love performances. 

• Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School students began delivering video 
announcements which include student interviews, held an Aviation and 
Aerospace workshop, recognized Titans of the Month, and participated in the 
Waterloo math contest.   

• St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary School student activities included daily 
recognition of prominent Black figures for Black History Month, Sweater Day, 
excursion to a Raptors 905 game, organization of a sock drive and will host a 
Math Parent Engagement night. 

• St. Mary Catholic Secondary School’s senior girls volleyball team will be heading 
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to OFSSA.  Students also held an Ash Wednesday liturgy, a student-led Black 
History Month Heritage event, the Learning for Living Students offered a Coffee 
Cart, and the school dance team recently attended a competition.   

• The student trustees attended the Education Action Conference hosted by 
OSTA-AECO that included opportunities to network with other student trustees, 
guest speaker presentations, and workshops.   

• The students expressed their gratitude for the opportunity to attend the event and 
gain from the valuable experience.   

Student trustees Madelyn Gaskell and Claire Heitzner invited questions and comments 
from the trustees at the conclusion of their report.   

3. Report from the Communications Department. 

Galen Eagle, Manager of Communications shared the following highlights and initiatives 
from the Communications Department for the month of February: 

• A family engagement event involving several community partner businesses was 
held for the St. John CES community to encourage Math skills and their 
application at a local Grocery Store.   

• St. Luke CES teacher Kate Winn was present with Minister of Education, 
Stephen Lecce to introduce the province’s new kindergarten curriculum being 
implemented in the fall of 2025.      

• Innovative business students at Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School 
participating in the Junior Achievement Company Program, launched their own 
company producing eco-friendly lip balm.  

• Black History Month kick-off event was held at Holy Cross Catholic Secondary 
School on February 1, with many dignitaries and students participating.   

• Hair Therapy: Our Hair is Our Crown was a student-led event held at St. Stephen 
Catholic Secondary school where students could learn about the history of hair 
care in the Black community.    

• St. Anne CES student Henry Pye was recognized by SickKids for his tremendous 
fundraising efforts.   

• Sam Cooper, a student from St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School in 
Bowmanville has, over the last 10 years, raised just over $45,000 as a Cops for 
Cancer Pedal for Hope participant.   

• The drama production “Shakespeare in Love” is being staged by students at Holy 
Cross Catholic Secondary School from February 29-March 1.  

At the conclusion of the report, Galen Eagle invited questions and comments from the 
trustees.      
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C. Presentations: 

1. Providing Excellence in Teaching and Learning:  Experiential Learning and Continuing 
Education. 

Superintendent of Learning, Julie Selby introduced Bridget McCann-Girard, Principal of 
Continuing, Adult and Experiential Learning, who gave a presentation about the 
Experiential Learning, OYAP, Night School, Summer School, Adult Learning, and Focus 
on Youth programs that are taking place throughout the PVNCCDSB.   

The presentation included an explanation of what experiential learning opportunities are 
and gave examples of projects that are taking place in elementary and secondary 
schools in PVNC Catholic.  At the conclusion of the presentation, Bridget McCann-Girard 
answered questions from the trustees. 

2. Providing Excellence in Teaching and Learning:  Student Success – Specialist High 
Skills Majors and Dual-Credit School College Work Initiative. 

Superintendent of Learning, Julie Selby introduced Alex Duketow, Learning Consultant, 
who explained the Specialist High Skills Major programs that are taking place at each of 
the secondary schools. It was noted that the participation rates and completion rates at 
PVNC Catholic for SHSM participants are higher than the provincial rates. Statistics 
were shared which illustrated the increase in the number of workplace pathway students 
who are graduating compared to 10 years ago.  The Dual-Credit College Work Initiative 
was also explained.  Alex Duketow answered questions posed by the trustees at the end 
of the presentation. 

E. Business, Finance and Governance: 

1. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Open Session Report. 

The Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie, reported that information from OCSTA has 
been shared with the trustees and highlighted the following information:  resources for 
Catholic Education Week being held May 5-10, a reminder about the upcoming AGM 
being held in Niagara Falls, a call for peace for Ukraine from the Canadian Conference 
of Bishops, and a Region 9 report received from representative Morgan St. Marie.   

2. Student Transportation Services of Central Ontario (STSCO) Governance Committee, 
February 14, 2024, Open Session Report. 

Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson reported on the discussions and outcomes from 
the STSCO Governance Committee meeting on February 14, 2024.  The trustees were 
notified that Administrative Procedure 1302, Bus Operator Contracted Services will be 
updated to allow more companies to engage in the RFP (Request for Proposal) process.  
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Recent consolidation in the student transportation industry has resulted in fewer 
transportation providers.  The current language of the administrative procedure 
precludes operators from competing for routes due to the ownership structure of the bus 
operations and the percentage of routes each owner can have. Superintendent Sean 
Heuchert noted that the change to administrative procedure would maintain the 
percentage thresholds for operators, but ownership structure would not be included. 

3. Trustee Professional Development:  Canadian Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
Annual General Meeting and Conference, May 30-June 2, 2024. 

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin, seconded by Kathleen Tanguay 

that a recorded vote be taken for the recommended action for agenda 

item E.3, Trustee Professional Development:  Canadian Catholic School 

Trustees’ Association Annual General Meeting and Conference, May 30-

June 2, 2024.   

Carried. 

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin seconded by Jenny Leahy 

that trustees wishing to do so, be authorized to attend the Canadian 

Catholic School Trustees’ Association (CCSTA) Annual General Meeting 

and Conference, May 30-June 2, 2024, in Calgary, Alberta. 

Defeated. 

Trustee Vote: 
Loretta Durst – opposed 
Jenny Leahy – opposed 
Kevin MacKenzie – opposed  
Mary Ann Martin – in favour 
Kathleen Tanguay – opposed 

MOTION: Moved by Loretta Durst, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that one trustee be authorized to attend the Canadian Catholic School 

Trustees’ Association (CCSTA) Annual General Meeting and Conference, 

May 30-June 2, 2024, in Calgary, Alberta. 

Carried. 

4. Recommended Actions from the Committee-of-the-Whole meeting, February 12, 2024:  
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2024-2025 School Year Calendar, Updated Student Excursions, Support of Federal 
Funding for School-Based Nutrition Programs. 

MOTION: Moved by Loretta Durst, seconded by Jenny Leahy 

that the following recommended actions from the Committee-of-

the-Whole meeting held on February 12, 2024, be approved. 

a) that the draft 2024-2025 school year calendar be approved 

and submitted to the Ministry of Education for approval, as 

required. 

b) that the Board approve a second trip for the St. Stephen 

Catholic Secondary School to Greece in March 2025. 

c) that the Board approve the St. Mary Catholic Secondary 

School Trip Amendment for New York in April 2024. 

d) that a letter be written in support of stronger federal funding for 

school-based nutrition programs. 

Carried.  

F. Human Resources:    

1. Implications of the Repeal of Bill 124. 

Superintendent of Human Resource Services, Darren Kahler provided the trustees with 
information about the Ontario government’s repeal of Bill 124 and the implications on the 
board.  The update included an overview of the timelines of the establishment and 
appeal of Bill 124 and explanation of the salary increase remedies that have been 
established.  Remedy retroactive payments must be made by the board to approximately 
900 PVNCCDSB CUPE workers by June 12, 2024.  The payroll department is working 
diligently to ensure that PVNC Catholic will be compliant with the imposed timeline.  

Trustees were invited to ask questions at the conclusion of the presentation.  

G. Policy Development: 

1. Recommended Action from the Policy Development Committee Meeting, February 6, 
2024. 

MOTION: Moved by Loretta Durst, seconded by Kathleen Tanguay 

that the board receive the reports and recommendations from the 
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Policy Development Committee meeting dated February 6, 2024, 

for publication and implementation. 

Carried. 

H. Old Business:   

I. New Business:   

1. Elections: 

By consensus, the trustees agreed to discuss the open positions to determine 
amongst themselves if any trustees were interested in fulfilling the vacant roles, 
thus avoiding the need to hold formal elections.   

a. Chairperson, Policy Development Committee. 

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin, seconded by Jenny Leahy 

that Loretta Durst be appointed as Chairperson for the Policy 

Development Committee effective immediately, for the balance of 

the one-year term ending on November 14, 2024. 

Carried. 

b. Trustee Representation on the Accessibility for All Committee. 

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin, seconded by Jenny Leahy 

that Kathleen Tanguay be appointed as Trustee Representative 

on the Accessibility for All Committee, effective immediately, for 

the balance of the two-year term ending on November 14, 2024. 

Carried. 

2. Supply Teachers. 

Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie presented background information about 
the shortage of supply teachers and the detrimental effects that unfilled absences 
have on school operations and student achievement.   

MOTION: Moved by Kevin MacKenzie, seconded by Kathleen Tranguay 

that the board of trustees authorizes the Chairperson to write a 

letter to the Minister of Education to advocate for an increase to 
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the number of allowable days retired teachers can work from 50 to 

95, to allow schools to run more effectively. 

Carried. 

3. OCSTA Annual General Meeting Donation. 

The trustees engaged in a conversation about the call for donation items for a 
charity auction at the upcoming OCSTA AGM.  It was agreed that the trustees 
would coordinate their personal funds and purchase an item to donate to the 
event.  The funds raised will benefit the Canadian Catholic School Trustees’ 
Association campaign for “Toonies for Tuition”.    

J. Bring Forward: 

K. Information Items: 

1. Chairperson’s Report. 

Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie expressed his sadness and condolences to the 
Latimer family for the loss of their son, a student from St. Stephen Catholic Secondary 
School. 

Kevin MacKenzie reported that he and a team from PVNC Catholic attended a webinar 
hosted by FACE (Friends and Advocates for Catholic Education).  FACE continues to 
share information and messaging to promote Catholic education.  Attendees were 
encouraged to engage in dialogue with Members of Provincial Parliament to promote the 
history and benefit of Catholic education in Ontario.   

Chairperson MacKenzie also reported on his attendance at the Black History Month 
opening ceremonies that took place at Holy Cross CSS on February 1st and the Parent 
Math night that was held on February 15th which focused on supporting the transition 
from elementary to secondary grades.   

2. Committee and Committee Chairperson’s Reports: 

a. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee, January 29, 2024 

Trustee Kathleen Tanguay reported that the committee heard a presentation on the 
pastoral plan which is in year two and has the theme of Hope. A presentation about 
the Equity Action Plan was also heard.  There were some discussions about parent 
engagement events and discussions about increasing participation in meetings and a 
hope to bring back participation through possibly hosting meetings regionally.  
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b. Special Education Advisory Committee, February 15, 2024. 

Trustee Kathleen Tanguay reported that the SEAC committee heard a report from 
Superintendent Jonathan Di Ianni about professional development and training of 
Special Education Resource Teachers.  Information was shared about the 
Peterborough Youth Commission’s youth exposition which aims to share information 
about agencies in the community.  Consultant Jeff Hockett gave a presentation about 
equity in special education. 

c. Accessibility for All Committee, February 22, 2024. 

Trustee Jenny Leahy reported on the Accessibility for All committee which is 
comprised of participants from various PVNC Catholic departments.  The committee 
is chaired by Karen Spencely, Vice-principal of Special Education.  The committee 
examines issues throughout the board which can affect accessibility to facilities and 
programs.  An audit was conducted on the Catholic Education Centre large 
boardroom to recognize deficiencies which may affect accessibility.  More 
information about National Accessibility Awareness week which will take place from 
May 26 through June 1 will be shared when it is available.   

d. Faith and Equity Advisory Committee, February 22, 2024.  

Trustee Loretta Durst reported on the Faith and Equity Advisory Committee which is 
supported by Superintendent Julie Selby.  There were three presentations given at 
the meeting:  an update on the Equity Action Plan by Benjamin, a presentation about 
the Black Excellence Ceremony, and Father Paul Massel and consultant Jennifer 
Koch gave a presentation on the board’s faith ambassadors and chaplaincy leaders.  
It was requested by Trustee Durst that the third presentation be brought to a future 
board meeting. 

3. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association Information Items: 

a. January 22, 2024 - Release of Catholic Secondary Online Courses 

b. January 22, 2024 - OCSTA Short Video Contest Winners 

c. January 22, 2024 - Catholic Trustees Seminar Presentations 

d. January 24, 2024 - Pastoral Letter on the Use of Social Media – Conference of 
Catholic Bishops 

e. February 6, 2024 - Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for Lent 2024. 

L. Future Meetings and Events: 

1. Board Meetings: 
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a. Regular Board Meeting Open Session, March 26, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 
 (In-camera Session, 6:00 p.m.) 

2. Board Standing Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. Chairperson’s Committee Meeting, March 18, 2024, 5:30 p.m. 

b. Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting, March 18, 2024, 6:30 p.m.  

c. Policy Development Committee Meeting, April 30, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

3. Other Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.): 

a. First Nation Métis Inuit Advisory Committee, March 5, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

b. Special Education Advisory Committee, March 21, 2024, 1:00 p.m. 

c. Student Council Liaison Committee, March 26, 2024, 4:15 p.m. 

d. STSCO Governance Committee, March 27, 2024, 2024, 3:00 p.m.  

e. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee, April 15, 2024, 6:30 p.m.  

f. French as a Second Language Advisory Committee, April 24, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

g. Accessibility for All Committee, May 9, 2024, 1:00 p.m. 

h. Faith and Equity Advisory Committee, May 9, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

i. Audit Committee, TBA 

j. Supervised Alternative Learning Committee (SAL), TBA. 

4. Board Events: 

a. Ontario Catholic Trustees’ Association Annual General Meeting and Conference, 
Niagara Falls, ON.  

b. Catholic Education Week, May 5-11, 2024. 

M. Conclusion: 

1. Reports from the In-camera and Double In-camera Sessions held October 17, 2023, 
October 24, 2023, February 6, 2024, February 12, 2024, and February 27, 2024. 

MOTION: Moved by Kathleen Tanguay, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that the Board approve the actions and the discussions arising 

from: 

the Special Board Meeting, Double In-camera session, held on 
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October 17, 2023, as follows: 

A. Call to Order:   
1. Opening Prayer. 
2. Motion for the Approval of agenda.   
3. No conflicts of interest were declared. 

H. New Business: 
 1. Trustee Matter. 
I. Conclusion: 

1. Closing Prayer. 
2. Motion to adjourn. 

the Regular Board Meeting, Double In-camera session, held on 
October 24, 2023, as follows: 

A. Call to Order   
H. New Business: 
 1. Double In-Camera Minutes.  
I. Conclusion: 

2. Motion to convene in the regular in-camera session. 

the Special Board Meeting, Double In-camera session, held on 
February 6, 2024, as follows: 

A. Call to Order:   
1. Opening Prayer. 
2. Motion for the Approval of agenda.   
4. There were no conflicts of interest declared. 

H. New Business: 
 1. Trustee Matter. 
I. Conclusion: 

1. Closing Prayer. 
2. Motion to adjourn. 

the Special Board Meeting, Double In-camera session, held on 
February 12, 2024, as follows: 

A. Call to Order:   
1. Opening Prayer. 
2. Motion for the Approval of agenda.   
4. There were no conflicts of interest declared. 

H. New Business: 
 1. New Business: 

Motion was approved to receive written submissions from 
Trustee Glover requesting reconsideration of the sanctions 
and consideration of his appeal. 
Motion was approved that the board maintain the 
sanctions imposed in the motion passed at the Regular 
Board Meeting on January 23, 2024. 
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I. Conclusion: 
1. Closing Prayer. 
2. Motion to adjourn. 

the Regular Board Meeting, In-camera session, held on February 
27, 2024, as follows: 

A. Call to Order:   
1. Opening Prayer. 
2. Motion for the Approval of agenda.   
3. There were no conflicts of interest declared. 
4. Approval of the Minutes: 

October 17, 2023, Double In-camera minutes; 
October 24, Double In-camera minutes; 
January 23, 2024, Double In-camera minutes; 
January 23, 2024, In-camera minutes; 
February 6, 2024, Double In-camera minutes; and 
February 12, 2024, Double In-camera minutes.  

D. Business, Finance and Governance: 
1. OCSTA In-camera Report. 
2. STSCO Governance Committee In-camera Session 

Report,  February 14, 2024.  
I. Conclusion: 

1. Closing Prayer. 
2. Motion to convene in Open Session. 

Carried. 

2. Closing Prayer 

Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie invited Trustee Mary Ann Martin to lead the 
closing prayer to end the meeting.  

3. Adjournment 

MOTION: Moved by Kathleen Tanguay, seconded by Jenny Leahy 

that the open session meeting be adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

Carried. 

   
Kevin MacKenzie 
Board Chairperson 

 Stephen O’Sullivan 
Director of Education, Secretary-Treasurer 

per M.K. 
 

DIR-B-O 2024 03 26 Page 18



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School, International 
Student Excursion to Jalapa, Guatemala, March 10-19, 2025. 
 
 
 
R.A.: that the proposed Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School 

Student Excursion to Jalapa, Guatemala, from March 10-

19, 2025, be approved in principle and that the trip will 

include mandatory insurance for all travelers. Such 

insurance must cover school board or principal rulings for 

cancellation of the trip.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

O-D.1 
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March 18, 2024. Committee-of-the-Whole 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Recommended Actions from the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting, March 18, 
2024:  School Renewal Report Update. 
 
 

 
Mover: John Connolly 

 
that the Board receive the School Renewal Report Update. 

O-E.2 
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March 18, 2024. Committee-of-the-Whole 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Audit Committee Member Appointments. 
 
 

 
R.A. that the Board re-appoint Deb McRae as an external member of the Audit 

Committee from April 1, 2024, to March 31, 2027; and,  

that the Board re-appoint Trang (Tia) Nguyen as an external member of the 

Audit Committee from April 1, 2024, to March 31, 2027. 

O-E.3 
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AUDIT COMMITTEE 
Report to the Board 

 
Meeting:    Open 

 

Presented for:    Approval 

 

Meeting Date:    26 March 2024 

Presented by:   Sean Heuchert 

Subject:     Audit Committee Re-Appointments 

Recommended Action(s):   

 

that the Board re-appoint Deb McRae as an external member of the Audit 

Committee from April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2027; and, 

 

that the Board re-appoint Trang (Tia) Nguyen as an external member of the 

Audit Committee from April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2027. 

 

 

Background: 

As required by Ontario Regulation 361/10 - Audit Committees, the Board must 

have two external members of Audit Committee.  These members may serve 

two terms of three years each and are eligible for a third term if the Selection 

Committee posts publicly an advertisement for replacements and is unable to 

find suitable replacements. 

 

The Board advertised for new members via a page on our website, a website 

banner and social media.  The advertisement remained active from November 

20, 2023 to December 22, 2023. 

 

The Selection Committee received no applications during this period.  As the 

Board has satisfied the re-appointment criteria per Ontario Regulation 361/10, 

section 7, it is recommended that Ms. McRae and Ms. Nguyen be re-appointed. 
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March 18, 2024. Chairperson’s Committee 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Ad Hoc By-law Review Committee. 
 
 

 
R.A. that the Board strike an ad hoc committee for the purpose of reviewing 

the Board By-laws; and,  

that the drafted terms of reference for the By-law Review Committee 

be adopted.   

 

O-I.2 
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Terms of Reference 

Committee Name: By-law Review Committee 

Type:   Ad-hoc 

Mandate: To review the current Board By-laws. 

Responsibility: To review the Board By-laws. 

To provide suggestions to the Board for amendments to the By-laws. 

Membership:  Trustees (4) 

Director of Education 

Time Frame:  As needed. 

Accountability:  Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District 

School Board of Trustees 

Meetings: As required 

Resources: Board By-laws 

Education Act 
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Box 2064, Suite 1804 
20 Eglinton Avenue West 
Toronto, Ontario M4R 1K8 

 T. 416.932.9460  F. 416.932.9459 
 ocsta@ocsta.on.ca   www.ocsta.on.ca 
 
 Patrick J. Daly, President 
 Michael Bellmore, Vice President 
 Nick Milanetti, Executive Director 

 

P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

 

February 27, 2024 
 
The Honourable Chrystia Freeland 
Minister of Finance & Deputy Prime Minister 
House of 
Commons 
Ottawa, 
Ontario, 
Canada 
K1A 0A6  
 
chrystia.freeland@parl
.gc.ca 

 
 

Dear Minister Freeland: 
 
Following the federal government’s National Review of Food Policy conducted in 2023, we 
would like to share our suggestions regarding the 2024-2025 federal budget, as part of the 
governments pre-budget consultations. 
 
The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) was founded in 1930. It represents 
237 elected Catholic trustees who collectively represent 29 English-language Catholic 
district school boards. Together, these school boards educate approximately 559,000 
students from junior kindergarten to grade 12 and adults in continuing education programs in 
over 1,200 schools province-wide. 

 
Inspired by the Gospel, the Mission of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association is 
to provide leadership, service and a provincial voice for Catholic school boards in promoting 
and protecting Catholic education. 
 
National School Food Policy and Program: 

 
OCSTA supports the concept of a universal national school food policy and program for 
publicly funded schools with certain requirements. The program could provide a variety of 
benefits, including: 
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• Improving access to nutritious food for students, allowing all students to focus on learning 
in school; 

• Addressing food insecurity and the resulting anxiety and mental health challenges that 
affect students; 

• Improving the social determinants of health for marginalized communities; 
• Promoting healthy eating habits, choices, and lifestyles; 
• Increasing food literacy; 
• Supporting local agriculture and traditions; 
• Supporting a healthier and more sustainable food system; and 
• Improving student achievement and well-being. 

 
Additionally, it can also contribute to the development of a more sustainable food system 
by supporting local and sustainable food production. 
 

Program Design Recommendations: 
 

OCSTA recommends that any federally supported policy/program to provide food 
(breakfasts, meals, snacks) must have the following minimum requirements: 

 
 In discussion with local school boards, be available at every publicly funded 

Catholic school; 
 Accessible; 
 At no cost to the student (or their care provider), school or board; 
 Offered in a manner that is stigma-free; and 
 Support local food producers. 

 
It should have these minimum requirements but also allow for operational flexibility. To 
ensure successful and equitable implementation of the program, funding must cover all 
additional costs, including administrative supports, and must be sustained throughout the life 
of the program. 
 
An equitable, universal, fully funded program would resolve inequities and inconsistencies, 
and offer a solid foundation for all students. We agree with the concept that meals must be 
culturally adapted and appropriate for each community. 

 
OCSTA believes that funding allocations need to consider related capital costs. This could 
include new, or upgrades to, food preparation and handling areas, equipment, and related 
infrastructure. As you may be aware, many of our Catholic schools, including their kitchens and 
other programming spaces, are used by community partners outside of the regular school day. 
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P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

Additionally, a National School Food Policy should consider how students may need year-round 
access to the program including during winter and spring breaks and the summer. 
 

Federal Budget Recommendations: 
 
It is within this context that OCSTA request the federal government move forward with its 2021 
election commitment of $1 billion over five years, with a minimum $200 million per year, be 
included in Budget 2024 for a National School Food Program. This financial commitment was also 
included in the government’s 2022 budget but was not included in its 2023 budget. 
 
OCSTA strongly believes that by including this important societal need as part of Budget 
2024, the government will demonstrate its commitment to school food and student 
nutrition. We know that all the provinces and territories are ready to work out agreements 
with the federal government on a cost-shared National School Food Program. Like Child 
Care Agreements, we are confident that federal funds could flow to the provinces and 
territories, each of whom have the structures in place to ensure money gets turned into 
more robust programs and quality food for students. This will make an incredible impact on 
the affordability issues families are facing, while also supporting Canadian students’ 
achievement and well-being. 

 
As advocates for our Catholic students and school communities, Catholic School Board 
Trustees know the struggles that our children, families, and communities are facing. Food 
insecurity is a national issue and rates have been rising at unprecedented levels. A 2022 
Statistics Canada report1 shows that 6.9 million people in 10 provinces, including almost 1.8 
million children, lived in households struggling to afford the food they need. 

 
When children and youth come to school hungry, it is difficult for them to focus on learning. This 
is an unfortunate reality for far too many students in our schools. Students must be fully prepared 
to face their learning day without worrying about where their next meal might come 
from. Simply put, children who are not hungry are more prepared to learn and participate in 
our classrooms and extra-curricular activities. 

 
A fully funded national school food policy and program would also help ensure that all 
children have the nourishment they need to learn and grow and improve their health and 
well-being. 

 
 

1 See https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/75-006-x/2023001/article/00013-eng.htm 
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On behalf of OCSTA, we look forward to the inclusion of dedicated funding to support a National 
School Food Program in Budget 2024. 

 
 

Yours Very Truly, 
 

 
 

Patrick J. Daly 
President 

 

 
 

cc: Ontario Minister of Education, Hon. Stephen Lecce 
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February 29, 2024 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 
 
FROM: Patrick J. Daly, President 
 
SUBJECT: Integrity Commissioner and Electronic Board Meetings Regulation 

Consultation 
 
 
As you know, on February 27, 2024, the government posted notices on the Regulatory Registry 
regarding two new regulatory proposals under Bill 98: the physical attendance at board meetings 
under Ontario Regulation 463/07 and a new regulation on Integrity Commissioner Qualifications 
and Code of Conduct Complaint Process. 
 
We have attached our submission on Bill 98 for your reference on our recommendations regarding 
Integrity Commissioner processes (page 4-5).  
 
Proposed Changes to O.Reg 463/07: 
 

1. Effective on the date of filing of the proposed amending regulation, the proposed 
amendment would require each board's electronic meeting policy to include the following 
four exceptions to the requirements in the regulation for in-person attendance by a trustee 
(this would include a trustee in the role of a Chair or their designate):  
 
• the distance from the trustee's primary residence to the meeting location is 125  
kilometers or more; 
• weather conditions do not allow the trustee to travel to the meeting location safely;  
• the trustee cannot be physically present at a meeting due to health-related issues; or  
• the trustee has a disability that makes attending meetings in-person more challenging  
may participate electronically, as necessar
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P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

 
2. Effective November 15, 2026, would require each board's policy to include a requirement 

that all trustees (including those in the role of Chair or designate) be physically present for 
all regular meetings of the board in each year of the term of office, unless one of the 
exceptions to the requirement for in person attendance applies. Details of the Ministry’s 
proposal can be found at the following link: 

 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=46514&language=en 
 
Integrity Commissioner Qualifications and Code of Conduct Complaint Process. 
 
The new regulation would establish minimum qualifications for Integrity Commissioners (ICs) 
appointed by school boards to investigate code of conduct complaints, as well as establish the 
Integrity Commissioner-led processes and procedural requirements to address code of conduct 
complaints. Details of the Ministry’s proposal can be found at the following link: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?language=en&postingId=46515 
 
Next Steps: 
 
OCSTA intends to provide the Ministry of Education a submission on the proposed regulations. 
Please forward any concerns and/or recommendations on these matters to me at pdaly@ocsta.on.ca 
and Steve Andrews at sandrews@ocsta.on.ca by March 25, 2024. 
 
 
 

 
Pat Daly 
President 
 
 
Attachment 
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Submission to the Ministry of Education 
 

Bill 98:  Better Schools and Student Outcomes Act, 2023 
 

 
May 16, 2023 
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A Submission to the Ministry of Education 
Bill 98: Better Schools and Student Outcomes Act, 2023  Page 1 
 

Introduction 

On behalf of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (“OCSTA”) we are pleased to 
provide you with our submission on Bill 98: Better Schools and Student Outcomes Act, 2023 
(“Bill 98”). The purpose of this submission is to identify key areas of priority for Catholic school 
boards in Ontario and to make recommended changes to Bill 98. The recommendations 
contained within this submission reflect consultation with Catholic school boards.  

The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) was founded in 1930. It represents 
237 elected Catholic trustees who collectively represent 29 English-language Catholic district 
school boards. Together, these school boards educate approximately 559,000 students from 
junior kindergarten to grade 12 and adults in continuing education programs province-wide.  

Inspired by the Gospel, the Mission of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association is to 
provide leadership, service and a provincial voice for elected Catholic school trustees who seek 
to promote and protect publicly funded Catholic education in Ontario.  
 
 
Catholic School Boards As Partners in Service Delivery  

The OCSTA, on behalf of Catholic school boards, makes every effort to work closely with the 
Ministry of Education to develop education programs, levels of funding and curriculum that 
supports the legislative and regulatory requirements spelled out in the Education Act. We have 
enjoyed a positive working relationship for many years with all stakeholders in the education 
sector, including all Ontario political parties. Catholic school trustees are the democratically 
elected representatives of the Catholic community. The boards they serve on are responsible for:  

 Establishing the Christ centered mission of their school systems;  
 Developing school board policies that promote and protect Catholic education;  
 Provide excellence in academics and faith formation opportunities for students;  
 Establishing and monitoring the Annual Budget;  
 Hire Director of Education and other staff consistent with preferential hiring rights;  
 Promoting the constitutional right of Catholic school ratepayers to govern, manage and 
 control publicly funded Catholic schools.  
 
 
Overall Legislative Intent of Bill 98 

OCSTA supports the general legislative intent of Bill 98, as expressed in the government’s 
posting on the Regulatory Registry: 

The Act, if passed, will help to re-focus Ontario's education system on student achievement, 
prioritizing hands-on learning and skills development in reading, writing and math, as well as 
continuing efforts to modernize our education system by unifying its focus on student 
achievement, putting highly qualified educators in the classroom and strengthening the voice of 
parents to enable students to succeed in life and work. 
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Bill 98 has five key pillars that would guide future regulatory and education policy reforms to: 
 
1.  Increase accountability and transparency by driving provincial priorities and 
expectations for Ontario's education sector from the province through to Ontario's classrooms. 
The proposed Bill would ensure all boards across the province are focused on delivering the 
government's key priorities for student achievement and improve accountability and 
transparency on board performance and funding. 
 
2.  Ensure effective governance through reforms that establish standardized processes and 
expectations for boards of trustees, Directors of Education and supervisory officers. The 
proposed Bill would support establishing a fair and impartial framework to support the integrity 
of trustee conduct across all boards and support all trustees and directors of education to have the 
competencies to effectively deliver on the government's key priorities for student achievement.  
 
3.  Maximize capital assets of boards to support building modern schools faster and better 
utilize school capacity so that students can attend school as close to home as possible. The 
proposed Bill would better leverage surplus property for public education and other provincial 
priorities, address accommodation needs in urban/high growth areas, ensure better planning for 
schools and associated child care facilities, maximize school capacity, where appropriate and 
improve consistency at the design phase to help reduce planning time and expedite the approvals 
process.  
 
4.  Strengthen teacher training and oversight to ensure teachers are trained for the needs 
of today's and tomorrow's classrooms and support student safety through fair and effective 
disciplinary processes for teachers and registered early childhood educators. The proposed Bill 
would ensure that fair and efficient disciplinary processes and other measures are in place for 
educators to build on progress made in previous reforms that enable the Ontario College of 
Teachers and the College of Early Childhood Educators to discharge their roles more effectively. 
 
5.  Encourage consistent information and approaches to student learning through more 
accessible information and opportunities for parents to get involved, and greater consistency in 
student mental health and well-being supports. This includes providing the information and tools 
necessary to ensure consistent information and approaches to student learning, including a 
greater role for parents and student learning about mental health and well-being.1 
 
 
Key Features of Bill 98: Schedule 2 Amendments to the Education Act 

Bill 98’s proposed amendments to the Education Act are significant. The Bill intends to: 

 Expand the Minister’s regulation-making powers respecting provincial priorities in 
education in the area of student achievement, apprenticeship learning to pupils; 
 

 Direct when a board may or must sell, lease or otherwise dispose of a school site,  
 part of  a school site or school property, and giving the Minister various powers over such 
 dispositions, including regulation-making powers; 
                                                           
1 See https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=44527&language=en  
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 Mandate boards to adopt specific codes of conduct that apply to trustees of the board. 
 Amendments set out the process that shall apply where there is an allegation of a breach 
 of the code of conduct, including the mandated use of Integrity Commissioners; 

 
 Broaden the regulatory powers of the Minister of Education in the following areas: 
 i. to issue guidelines respecting the review and revision of curricula; 
 ii. to issue policies and guidelines setting out the training to be completed by   
  trustees, directors of education, supervisory officers and superintendents; 
 iii. to charge a fee for the evaluation of textbooks, library books, reference books or  
  other learning materials for selection and approval; 
 iv. to establish policies and guidelines respecting student mental health and   
  communications with parents. 

 
 
Guiding Principles of Bill 98 
 
We have and continue to consider Bill 98 through the lens of four essential guiding principles. 
That is the extent to which the legislation strengthens and promotes: 
 
1. The denominational and constitutional rights of Catholic school boards; 
 
2. Excellence in student faith formation, academic and co-curricular achievement and well-
 being;  
 
3. Local flexibility and autonomy, and  
 
4. The distinct and constitutionally protected role of locally-elected Catholic school trustees.  

We welcome within the legislation, the acknowledgement of the denominational and 
constitutional rights of Catholic school boards, including provisions requiring consultation in 
areas such as Integrity Commissioners and shared use of facilities. We applaud the focus on 
building a strong foundation for student learning as well as the amendment (29.6) that would 
require boards to establish policies respecting student mental health and the use of learning 
resources in this area. We as well welcome changes to the Ontario College of Teachers 
Disciplinary processes. 

Catholic school boards have throughout their history recognized parents as the primary educators 
of their children. As such, we strongly support the legislation’s stated priority on strengthening 
parental engagement and improving communication with parents. We are confident this will 
serve to build upon the good work of Catholic school boards in these important areas. 

While OCSTA supports the overall objectives of the legislation for improving student 
achievement, expanded scope of the Minister’s regulation making powers in certain areas will 
further diminish local autonomy and flexibility. Over the past number of years, successive 
governments have introduced regulations/legislation that have significantly reduced school board 
flexibility.  This loss in local autonomy and flexibility is of particular concern to Catholic school 
boards.  We strongly caution against any actions that further erode the ability of school boards to 
meet the distinct needs of their school communities. 
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OCSTA Recommendations: Schedule 2 - Education Act Amendments 

Governance Reforms for Trustees 

In section 24 of the Bill, amendments are proposed that require boards to adopt a code of conduct 
for members of the board that are developed through regulations. As it states: 

Regulations  

 (2) The Minister may make regulations governing codes of conduct that apply to board 
 members, including,  

(a) prescribing codes of conduct or parts of codes of conduct;  
(b) prescribing matters to be addressed by codes of conduct.  

OCSTA is also concerned about the potential for an overly prescriptive code of conduct for 
trustees. Restrictive codes of conduct for trustees may negatively impact the distinct role of 
Catholic school trustees. These include the affirmation of Gospel values and a vision of life 
centered on the teachings of Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Catholic Church. 

OCSTA Recommendations: 

 That the Ministry of Education consult with OCSTA and Catholic school boards when 
 developing regulations related to the code of conduct affecting Catholic school trustees in 
 an effort to recognize and support the distinct role of the Catholic school trustee; 
 
 That the Ministry of Education requires the inclusion of the duties of trustees as outlined 
 in section 218.1 of the Education Act, in trustee codes of conduct; 
 
 That the Ministry of Education add (c) under the Regulations to prescribe professional 
 development training for newly elected trustees. 

 
 
Role of Integrity Commissioners 

Amendments to section 218.3 Breach of the Code of Conduct indicate that if an alleged breach 
of the code of conduct by a board member is not resolved within 10 days after the member 
received notice of the alleged breach, then the board must refer the matter to an Integrity 
Commissioner appointed by the board. This commissioner is selected from a roster of Integrity 
Commissioners developed by the Minister in consultation with Trustee Associations. 

While OCSTA appreciates the provision for consultation with Trustee Associations in the 
development of a roster of Integrity Commissioners, OCSTA believes local Catholic school 
boards are best positioned to make decisions about if and when to refer code of conduct 
complaints to an Integrity Commissioner without oversight from the Ministry of Education.  
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OCSTA Recommendations: 

 That the Ministry of Education provide Trustee Associations or Catholic school boards 
 with adequate funding to support the hiring of Integrity Commissioners when required; 
 
 That the use of an Integrity Commissioner remain optional for school board. If required, 
 the Provincial list of Integrity Commissioners for Catholic school boards be determined 
 by the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association; 

 That the Ministry of Education continue to support professional development for trustees 
 regarding best practices in school board governance, including human rights/equity 
 training. 
 
 
Provincial Priorities in Education and Curriculum Reforms 

Subsection 8 (1) of the Education Act is amended to include the following related to provincial 
priorities in education: 

 0.1 establish policies and guidelines respecting the provincial priorities in education in 
 the area of student achievement prescribed under subsection 11.2 (1), and require boards 
 to comply with the policies and guidelines. 

OCSTA respects the role of the government and the Ministry of Education to set provincial 
priorities in education related to student achievement in so far as they respect denominational 
rights of Catholic boards. In addition, the expansion of the Minister’s powers to revise 
curriculum must respect these same rights and not in any way limit/impact the ability of Catholic 
school boards to develop distinctly Catholic curriculum. 

OCSTA Recommendations: 

 Ensure provincial priorities and curriculum policies and guidelines respect the 
 denominational rights of Catholic boards; 
 
 Respect Catholic boards’ right and ability to develop distinctly Catholic curriculum. 

 
 Provide sufficient funding to enable Catholic boards to realize their distinct Catholic  

Identity and comply with all provincially established policies and guidelines. 
 
 
Training Policies and Guidelines for Trustees and Senior Board Staff 

Section 3.4.21 proposes amendments to include mandatory policies and training guidelines for 
trustees, directors of education and supervisory officers/superintendents. The section states 
specifically: 
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 3.4.1 establish policies and guidelines setting out training, including the content, timing 
 and frequency of training, to be completed by board members, directors of education, 
 supervisory officers and superintendents and require those individuals to comply with the 
 policies and guidelines. 

OCSTA believes that the training requirements for senior board staff are different than those for 
Catholic trustees and should be dealt with separately. In addition, OCSTA believes this 
amendment risks duplicating training practices in existence since Catholic boards already have 
training policies, procedures and guidelines for trustees. OCSTA strongly supports training for 
trustees in the areas of human rights, equity and governance best practices as it relates to school 
board codes of conduct. 

OCSTA Recommendations: 

 That the Ministry of Education narrow the requirement for training policies to school 
 board trustees only; 
 
 That the Ministry of Education clarify the mandatory training areas for trustees; 
 
 That the Ministry of Education ensure the content of our trustee training for Catholic 
 school trustees respects denominational rights and sufficient funding is provided to 
 OCSTA and Catholic school  boards to infuse distinctly Catholic content in all 
 professional development and training material. 

 
 That the Ministry of Education provide sufficient funding to Catholic school boards to 
 provide faith formation and professional development opportunities for Catholic School 
 Trustees. 

 

Directors of Education Performance Appraisals – Proposed Amendments in force upon 

proclamation  

 
The amendment outlined in Bill 98 gives the Minister of Education the authority to standardize 
the process for Directors of Education performance appraisals through regulation that would 
include mandatory elements and require school boards to engage the Minister in the Directors of 
Education appraisal process, when requested by the Minister.  
 

The Director of Education is the chief education officer of the school board and acts as secretary 
of the board. The director reports directly to the board of trustees.  
 
OCSTA welcomes greater consistency in the process relating to Director Performance 
Appraisals. However, we have significant concerns about the Minister’s involvement in this 
human resource process between the board of trustees and their Director.  
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Recommendation: 
 

 That Bill 98 restrict the Minister’s authority in the performance appraisal process for 
Directors of Education to creating a standardized performance template that incorporates 
the Catholic Leadership Framework. 

 
 
Restrictions on Use of Board Funds 
 
Section 26 of Bill 98 proposes the following amendment: 

26 Subsection 233 (3) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted:  

Regulations re restrictions  

(3) The Minister may make regulations:  
 (a) requiring a board to restrict, in the manner and to the extent specified in the 
 regulations, the use of any revenue for the purposes specified in the regulations;  
 (b) prescribing the minimum and maximum amount of a board’s revenue that a board 
 must use for a specified purpose in a school board fiscal year;  

(c) prescribing conditions on a board’s use of revenue for specified purposes. 

OCSTA is concerned that this amendment, without further clarification, could restrict a boards’ 
capacity in the use of its revenues to meet its obligations for student achievement, faith formation 
and other areas of priority. If the legislative intent is to assist boards in managing financial risk, 
then we recommend the amendment should be more specific. 

OCSTA has noted through several submissions to the government that enveloping funds or the 
restriction of funds for specific purposes, erodes the boards’ capacity to target areas of student 
need as well as creates significant unnecessary administrative work. 

OCSTA Recommendations: 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify and narrow the scope of the Minister’s regulation 
 making authority over a boards’ use of its revenues to those areas that are deemed high 
 risk. 
 
 That the Ministry of Education review and revise the education funding model and  

various regulations so as to increase local autonomy and flexibility and reduce 
unnecessary administrative burden. 

 
 
Regulations on Board Participation in Business Activities 

Bill 98 also proposes to provide the Minister regulation making powers over a board’s business 
activities. As it states: 

(3) Section 11 of the Act is amended by adding the following subsections:  
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Regulations: board participation in activities  

 (5) Subject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, the Minister may 
 make regulations prescribing activities relating to a board’s business activities and 
 governing boards’ participation in those activities.  

OCSTA has questions regarding the proposed amendment and in particular how it may impact a 
Catholic school board’s business activities and how members may participate in those activities.  

OCSTA Recommendation: 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify and provide additional information on the 
 proposed amendment so as to ensure  respect for the distinct role and responsibilities of 
 Catholic school board trustees in School Board Governance. 
 
 
Regulations on School Board Controlled Entities 
 
Bill 98 has proposed new regulations related to school board controlled entities. This may 
include student transportation consortia, insurance exchange organizations among others. As the 
Bill states: 

Regulations: school board controlled entities  

 (6) Subject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, the Minister may 
 make regulations in respect of school board controlled entities, including,  
 (a) defining “school board controlled entity” and prescribing persons or organizations 
 that are school board controlled entities;  
 (b) prescribing requirements relating to finance and accountability and requiring school 
 board controlled entities to comply with the requirements.  

It is not clear to OCSTA what the intention of these regulations are and thus they could 
negatively impact the denominational rights of Catholic school boards.  

OCSTA Recommendation: 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify and provide more information on the proposed 
 amendment such as specifying the sorts of entities be to subject to the regulations, while 
 respecting the rights of Catholic school boards and its controlled organizations. 
 
 
Minister’s Powers Regarding Property Disposition 
 
OCSTA has particular interest in the amendments related to the disposition of school board 
property. The current process for the sale, lease or disposition of surplus property of a school 
board is governed by Ontario Regulation 444/98. The amendments proposed in Bill 98 give the 
Minister authority to direct boards to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of a school site, part of a 
school site or other property if it is not needed to meet current or future pupil accommodation 
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needs of the board, as determined in accordance with the Regulations. The challenge is how to 
determine future site or school property requirements of a board given population growth, 
housing developments, settlement patterns, demographic changes, property costs and related 
factors for community planning.  

OCSTA is mindful as well of the various challenges facing the provincial government in respect 
of housing developments, placement of long-term care facilities and other infrastructure needs of 
communities, in the context of the scarcity and cost of property in urban centres. However, 
boards and the government need to remain cautious in the disposition of school board property 
since determining future pupil accommodation requirements is extremely difficult to predict and 
assess.  

The continued ability of Catholic school boards to locate and control school sites is essential. 

OCSTA Recommendation: 

 That the requirement with regard to the disposition of school board property or facilities 
 fully respect the denominational/constitutional rights of Catholic school boards to locate, 
 manage and dispose of board property. 
 
 
Joint-Use of Schools 
 
The Bill also proposes the following amendment regarding joint-use of schools that OCSTA has 
some concerns with. Section 21 states: 

21 The Act is amended by adding the following section:  

Joint-use of schools  
 195.1 (1) The Minister may direct two or more boards to enter into an arrangement with 
 each other for the joint construction, ownership, control, management, maintenance, 
 operation, location or use of a school site, part of a school site or other property of a 
 board.  
 

Regulations  
 (2) The Minister may make regulations governing the arrangements referred to in 
 subsection (1). 

Although a joint-use school many provide for some efficiencies, there are a number of obstacles 
or challenges that exist in coordinating their development. First, when seeking a location, schools 
must agree on accommodation needs, which can mean hundreds or thousands of pupil places for 
joint schools. When locating in large urban centres, for example, there is often limited land area 
in infill developments to accommodate open space/functionality for multiple schools. In 
addition, the timelines associated with funding supply and approvals can also be challenging 
between boards whose funding sources vary.  

There are also issues related to the operation of joint-use facilities. Increased student population, 
traffic and use result in accelerated wear and tear on the facility, higher renewal and maintenance 
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costs over a smaller than usual timeframe. Additionally, differing interpretations of and lack of 
clarity around roles and responsibilities of school staff and boards coupled with different union 
groups may exacerbate typically minor issues. Managing shared costs and responsibilities of 
school operations such as maintenance and custodial services can become contentious issues if 
agreements are not consistently administered.  

For school staff managing use of shared space – play space, library, gym – to ensure equal 
opportunity of use by both boards can be sometimes challenging given varied schedules and 
extra-curricular activities. As well, expansion space is typically limited, which constrains the 
opportunities to address changing enrolment/accommodation needs of both parties. 

Joint-Use Arrangements  

The successful joint-use arrangements typically share a vision for school design from the outset, 
with agreements drafted to cover areas such as shared use, operation and maintenance, etc. These 
types of agreements are important to aligning goals, the distinct mission and objectives of both 
boards. It is also important to have funding allocations equalized between the boards and 
confirmed prior to the approvals phase of a joint project and to have joint accounts developed to 
manage some of the regulatory and governance barriers that may be present.  

The central element that assists with joint-use school arrangements is a comprehensive “shared 
facility use agreement” that includes a management committee that meets on a very frequent 
basis to discuss issues and includes both school principals and central administrative staff. Many 
of the issues happen at the local level (i.e., use of shared playground fields, ride drop-off issues), 
and can be solved if the management committee is meeting regularly. Proper delineation of 
physical space as well as fair and equitable distribution of amenities avoids confusion and 
disruption to school operations. Streamlining routine site maintenance activities and finding 
economies of scale for such activities as snow and ice control and lawn mowing not only aid in 
smooth operation but also provide opportunity for cost efficiencies.  

OCSTA Recommendations: 

 That the Ministry of Education ensure a comprehensive consultation plan is developed 
 involving OCSTA and Catholic school boards on the regulations regarding joint-use; 
 
 That the Ministry of Education ensure funding allocations for each board within a 
 proposed joint-use arrangement are consistent and confirmed prior to the approvals phase 
 of a joint project; 
 
 The joint-use arrangement should be legally structured to elaborate on the operational 
 terms and conditions for joint-use and include mechanisms to formally review the 
 contract periodically. In addition, the contract should have mediation agreements and 
 dissolution terms built into the contract;  
 
 That joint-use capital school arrangements remain at the discretion of partnering school 
 boards and/or municipalities.  
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In summary, OCSTA supports a number of aspects of Bill 98 and respectfully 
requests/recommends that in addition to Integrity Commissioners and shared use of 
schools/facilities, the legislation be amended so as to require consultation in the following areas: 

 Surplus property disposition; 
 Trustee Codes of Conduct; 
 The Minister’s regulation making powers over a board’s business activities and school 
 board-controlled entities; and 
 Directors of Education Performance appraisals. 
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Summary of Recommendations 

Governance Reforms for Trustees 

 That the Ministry of Education consult with OCSTA and Catholic school boards when 
 developing regulations related to the code of conduct affecting Catholic school trustees in 
 an effort to recognize and support the distinct role of the Catholic school trustee; 
 
 That the Ministry of Education requires the inclusion of the duties of trustees as 
 outlined in section 218.1 of the Education Act, in trustee codes of conduct; 
 
 That the Ministry of Education add (c) under the Regulations to prescribe  professional 
 development training for newly elected trustees. 
 
Role of Integrity Commissioners 

 That the Ministry of Education provide Trustee Associations or Catholic school boards 
 with adequate funding to support the hiring of Integrity Commissioners when required; 
 
 That the use of an Integrity Commissioner remain optional for school board. If required, 
 the Provincial list of Integrity Commissioners for Catholic school boards be determined 
 by the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association; 
 
 That the Ministry of Education continue to support professional development for trustees 
 regarding best practices in school board governance, including human rights/equity 
 training. 
 
Provincial Priorities in Education and Curriculum Reforms 

 Ensure provincial priorities and curriculum policies and guidelines respect 
 denominational rights of Catholic boards; 
 
 Respect Catholic boards’ right and ability to develop distinctly Catholic curriculum. 

 
 Provide sufficient funding to enable Catholic boards to realize their distinct Catholic 
 identity and comply with all provincially established policies and guidelines. 
 
Training Policies and Guidelines for Trustees and Senior Board Staff 

 That the Ministry of Education narrow the requirement for training policies to school 
 board trustees only; 
 
 That the Ministry of Education clarify the mandatory training areas for trustees; 
 
 That the Ministry of Education ensure the content of our trustee training for Catholic 
 school trustees respects denominational rights and sufficient funding is provided to 
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 OCSTA and Catholic school  boards to infuse distinctly Catholic content in all 
 professional development and training material. 
 
 That the Ministry of Education provide sufficient funding to Catholic school boards to 
 provide faith formation and professional development opportunities for Catholic School 
 Trustees. 
 
Directors of Education Performance Appraisals – Proposed Amendments in force upon 

proclamation  

 
 That Bill 98 restrict the Minister’s authority in the performance appraisal process for 

Directors of Education to creating a standardized performance template that incorporates 
the Catholic Leadership Framework. 

 
Restrictions on Use of Board Funds 
 
 That the Ministry of Education clarify and narrow the scope of the Minister’s regulation 
 making authority over a boards’ use of its revenues to those areas that are deemed high 
 risk. 
 
 That the Ministry of Education review and revise the education funding model and  

various regulations so as to increase local autonomy and flexibility and reduce 
unnecessary administrative burden. 

 
Regulations on Board Participation in Business Activities 
 
 That the Ministry of Education clarify and provide additional information on the 
 proposed amendment so as to ensure  respect for the distinct role and responsibilities of 
 Catholic school board trustees in School Board Governance. 
 
Regulations on School Board Controlled Entities 
 
 That the Ministry of Education clarify and provide more information on the proposed 
 amendment such as specifying the sorts of entities be to subject to the regulations, while 
 respecting the rights of Catholic school boards and its controlled organizations. 
 
Minister’s Powers Regarding Property Disposition 
 
 That the requirement with regard to the disposition of school board property or facilities 
 fully respect the denominational/constitutional rights of Catholic school boards to locate, 
 manage and dispose of board property. 
 
Joint-Use of Schools 
 
 That the Ministry of Education ensure a comprehensive consultation plan is developed 
 involving OCSTA and Catholic school boards on the regulations regarding joint-use; 
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 That the Ministry of Education ensure funding allocations for each board within a 
 proposed joint-use arrangement are consistent and confirmed prior to the approvals phase 
 of a joint project; 
 
 The joint-use arrangement should be legally structured to elaborate on the operational 
 terms and conditions for joint-use and include mechanisms to formally review the 
 contract periodically. In addition, the contract should have mediation agreements and 
 dissolution terms built into the contract;  
 
 That joint-use capital school arrangements remain at the discretion of partnering school 
 boards and/or municipalities.  
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Ministry of Education 

Minister 

438 University Avenue, 5th Floor 
Toronto ON M7A 2A5 

Ministère de l’Éducation 

Ministre 

438, avenue University, 5e étage 
Toronto (Ontario) M7A 2A5 

Yves Durocher 

President 

Ontario Teachers’ Federation 

10 Alcorn Avenue, Suite 100 

Toronto, ON  M4V 3A9 

Dear Mr. Durocher: 

The Ontario government and the province’s four trustees’ associations continue to be 

committed to providing Ontario students with a normal, stable, and in-person education 

experience. We are working to minimize disruptions for students and would like to ensure they 

do not lose additional instructional time due to potential teacher absences and challenges with 

finding coverage. 

Over the course of the past year, through the Teacher Supply and Demand Action Table (Action 

Table), we have been able to work together, along with various other stakeholders, on assessing 

factors contributing to the ongoing occasional teacher challenges and developing 

recommendations. Following extensive work, we are close to finalizing these recommendations 

based on the feedback provided by the OTF on January 24, 2024. 

Recognizing that the implementation of recommendations will take some time and may not 

have immediate impact in the current school year, we, along with the trustees’ associations, 

once again request your support to move forward with temporarily increasing the 50-day re- 

employment limit in the plan terms to 95 days for the 2023-24 school year for retired teachers, 

school principals and vice-principals. Changes to the re-employment limit in the last three years 

have contributed to system-wide efforts to address the challenges that school boards have 

experienced with meeting their growing occasional teacher needs. The ministry has received 

…/2 

March 4, 2024
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Cathy Abraham 

Johanne Lacombe 

various correspondence from retirees and numerous school boards over the last month 

requesting an extension to the amendment to the re-employment limit to 95-days to allow 

them to continue to support supply teaching needs without implications for their pensions. The 

ministry will continue to work closely with you on ensuring the agreed upon recommendations 

from the Action Group are implemented in a timely manner. 

Retired educators have years of experience that can benefit students—who are eager to be 

supported and back in classrooms—and can assist school boards to temporarily address some 

of the recruitment challenges they are experiencing. 

The sector continues to be reunited in seeking your support in extending the re-employment 

amendment for the current school year. We look forward to continuing to work with you to 

avoid gaps in staffing and loss of preparation time for teachers through the work that continues 

to be done at the Action table. Please confirm by March 18, 2024, whether we can count on 

your agreement so we can provide maximum confidence to families and boards. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen Lecce 
Minister 

President, OPSBA 

Patrick Daly 
President, OCSTA 

Denis Labelle 
President, ACEPO President, AFOCSC 

c. Ian S. Pettigrew, Secretary-Treasurer, OTF

2 
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March 20, 2024 
 
TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 
 
FROM:  Patrick J. Daly, President 
 
RE:  OCSTA Catholic Education Leadership Speaker Series: 

Catholic Social Teachings on Social Media 
  April 3, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

“Of particular concern to us as Bishops is research indicating the amount of time persons are 
spending on social media, and the effect that such extensive use has on users’ mental health and 
general well-being. Given the average global human life span of 73.4 years, with the average global 
social media user engaging for 147 minutes per day, at present each of us will spend an estimated 

six years and eight months of our lives on social media, in contrast to three years and seven months 
spent eating and drinking.” 

 
Pastoral Letter on the Use of Social Media, January 24, 2024 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 
Among the key issues generating concern among Catholic education leaders is the impact of social 
media on the mental health and overall well-being of students in our schools. To provide current 
insight and strategies for Catholic Trustees on these matters, OCSTA is launching a 3-part, virtual 
evening speaker series featuring leading presenters on this topic. 
 

The series will begin on April 3rd with The Most Rev. Scott McCaig, Bishop 
of the Military Ordinariate of Canada. Bishop McCaig will be discussing 
the recently released Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral 
Letter on the Use of Social Media. 
 
Developed by the CCCB’s Episcopal Commission for Justice and Peace, 
this timely document acknowledges the prominent role social media has 
come to play at an individual and societal level and considers the 
benefits and dangers of social media from the perspective of Catholic 

Social Teaching. It provides tools for moral reflection and self-examination and suggests 
commitments by which to be guided for a more ethical use of social media. 
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This first presentation in the series will establish the Catholic social teachings foundation regarding 
social media usage considerations. We hope you will mark the dates for all three sessions in this 
series, which are as follows: 

1. CCCB – Pastoral Letter on the Use of Social Media – Presented by The Most Rev. Scott 
McCaig: April 3, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
2. Impact of Social Media Use and Strategies for Empowering Children – Presented by Margot 

Denomme, Criminal Lawyer and Laurie McCann, Constable and Media Relations Officer, 
Toronto Police Services: April 10, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
3. Social Media and Supporting Student Well-Being in Ontario’s Catholic Schools – Presented 

by CDSB Representatives (Names TBA): May 22, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 
OCSTA Conversations 

These presentations are part of OCSTA’s priority on encouraging conversations and sharing 
information with regards to the Catholic identity of publicly funded Catholic education, current 
issues in education and supporting the role of Catholic Trustees. 
 
The length of each session will be approximately 90 minutes in total, with 60 minutes dedicated to 
the formal presentation and a further 30 minutes set aside for audience questions. 
 
There is no charge for attending this event and we encourage all Trustees and other Catholic 
education leaders to register in advance – please see information below to complete registration: 
 
OCSTA Catholic Education Leadership Speaker Series 
 
“Pastoral Letter on the Use of Social Media” with Bishop Scott McCaig, Canadian Conference of 
Catholic Bishops 
 
WHEN: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
FORMAT: Virtual (Zoom) – no fee to attend 
 
REGISTRATION: Click on the link below to complete the registration. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrde2uqTkrEtHK2W8LIEbDi_scdrsQrRSc 
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining this 
OCSTA event. 
 
If you have questions or for more information, please contact Sharon McMillan at 
smcmillan@ocsta.on.ca. 
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